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Tn the Claims; 
1-22. (Canceled). 

23. (Currently Amended) A telephony node comprising first and second modules, each 
module comprising: 

a network interface; and 

a control system associated with the network interface and adapted to: 

operate in an active mode when the other module is Inactive and in an iractive 
mode when the other module is active; 

communicate via the network interface using a first IP address when operating in 

the active mode; and 

communicate via the network interface using a second IP address when operating 

in the inactive nK)de, 

wherein one of the first and second modules operating in the active mode represents the 
telephony node and communicates as the telephony node using the first IP address; and 

wherein said control system for the first module is further adapted to broadcast a first 
gratuitous ARP request nver a netwo r k intended to be received bv at least one device upon 
switchinf^ frnin thR inactive mode to th e arttvft mode, said first gratuitous AEIP request 
containing th^ f ^rst TP address and a unique hardw a re address for said first module, and saig 
finntml system for the sei^ond module is adapted to b roadcast a second gratuitous ARP request 
ovftr the network intended to he receive d bv the at least one device uoon switching fix?m the 
inactive mode to the active mode, said second gr amitoiis ARP request containmR the first ip 
address and a unique hardware address for said sec ond module. 

24. (Currently Amended) A telephony node comprising first and second modules, each 
module conqoising: 

a network interface; and 

a control system associated with the network interface and adapted to; 

operate in an active mode when the other modtile is inactive and Ln an inactive 
mode when the other module is active; 
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cojnmunicate via the network interface using a first IP address when operating in 

the active mode; and 

comiDunicate via the network interface using a second IP address when operating 

in the inactive mode, 

wherein one of the first and second modules operating in the active naode represents the 
telephony node and coromunicates as the telephony node using the first DP address; and 

wherein said control system for the first module is further adapted to broadcast a first 
gratuitous ARP request over a network mtended to be received by the at least one device upon 
switching from the inactive mode to the active mode, said first gratuitous ARP request 
containing the second IP address and a unique hardware address for said second module and said 
control system for said second module is adapted to broadcast a second gratuitous ARP request 
over the network intended to be received by the at least one device upon switching from the 
inactive mode to the active mode, said second gratuitous ARP request containing the second IP 
address and a unique hardware address for said first module. 

25-41. (Canceled). 

42. (Currently Amended) A method of providing a node using redundant modules 
comprising: 

operating a first module in an active mode when a second module is inactive and in an 
inactive mode when the second module is active; 

communicating using a first IP address with an active one of the first and second modules 

over a network; and 

communicating using a second IP address with an inactive one of the first and second 
modules over the network, wherein one of the first and second modules operating in the active 
mode may represent the node and communicates as the node using the furst IP address; and 

broadcasting a gratuitous ARP request over the network intended to be received by at 
least one device on [[a]] the network upon switching from the inactive mode to die active mode, 
said gratuitous ARP request containing the first IP address and a unique hardware address for an 
active one of the first and second modules. 
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43. (Cunently Amended) A method of providing a node using redundant modules comprising: 
operating a first module in an active mode when a second module is inactive and in an 

inactive mode when the second module is active; 

communicating using a first IP address vvith an active one of the first and second modules 

over a network; and 

communicating using a second IP address with an inactive one of the first and second 
modules over the network, wherein one of the first and second modules operating m the active 
mode may represent the node and communicates as the node using the first IP address; and 

broadcasting a gratuitous AKP request over [[a]] the network intended to be received by 
the at least one device upon switching firom the inactive mode to the active mode, said gramitous 
ARP request containing the second IP address and a unique hardware address for the inactive 
one of the first and second modules. 

44-54. (Canceled). 

55 . (New) A telephony node comprising: 

a fiist telephony module having a first internet protocol (IP) address; 
a second telephony module having a second IP address; and 
a network interface; and 

a control system associated with the network interface and adapted to: 

designate one of the first and second telephony modules as active and 

concurrently designate the other of the first and second telephony modules as inactive; 

assign an active IP address to the first telephony module when the first telephony 

module is designated active and concurrently assign the second telephony module an inactive IP 

address when the second telephony module is designated inactive; and 

assign the active IP address to the second telephony module when the second 

telephony module is designated active and concurrently assign the first telephony module the 

inactive IP address when the first telephony module is designated inactive, 

wherein the first, second, active, and inactive IP addresses are distinct from one another. 
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56. (New) The telephony node of claim 55 wherein the first and second telephony modules 
are each associated with a unique hardware address- 

57. (New) The telephony node of claim 56. wherein the active IP address is selectively 
associated with the corresponding unique hardware address based on which module is designated 
active. 

58. (New) The telephony node of claim 56, wherein the inactive IP address is selectively 
associated with the corresponding unique hardware address based on which module is designated 

inactive. 

59. (New) The telephony node of claim 55, wherein first and second telephony modules arc 
adapted to broadcast gratuitous ARP requests. 

60. (New) A telephony module comprising: 
a network interface; and 

a control system associated with the network interface and adapted to: 

associate a first internet protocol (IP) address with the telephony module; 

receive instructions from a coitq)utation module to associate an active IP address 
witli the telephony module when the telephony module is in an active state; and 

receive instructions from the computation module to associate an inactive IP 
address with the telephony module when the telephony module is in an inactive state, 

wherein the first, active, and inactive IP addresses are distinct from one another such that: 

messages sent to the first IP address are received by the telephony module 
independent of a state in which the telephony module is, 

messages sent to the active IP address are received by the telephony module only 
when the telephony module is in the active state, and 

messages sent to the inactive IP address are received by the telephony module 
only when the telephony module is in the inactive state. 
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61. (New) The telephony module of claim 60 wherein the telephony iiKsdule is associated 
with a unique hardware address. 

62. (New) The teJephony module of claim 61 wherein the connol system associates the 
active IP address with the unique hardware address when the telephony module is in the active 
state. 

63. (New) The telephony module of claim 61 wherein the control system associates the 
inactive IP address with the unique hardware address when the telephony module is in the 
inactive state. 

64. (New) The telephony module of claim 60 wherein the control system is adapted to 
broadcast a packet to at least one device upon switching from the inactive state to the active 
state. 

65. (New) The telephony module of claim 60 wherein the control system is adapted to 
broadcast a gratuitous ARP request over a network to be received by at least one device upon 
switching from the inactive state to the active state. 

66. (New) The telephony module of claim 60 further comprising a telephony interface for 
handling circuit-switched traffic and a computation module interface to communicate with the 
computation module: 

67. (New) the telephony module of claim 66, wherein said control system is further adapted 
to establish a remote socket interface with the computation module via the computation module 
jnterftice. 

68. (New) The telephony module of claim 60 further comprising a telephony interface for 
handling circuit-switched traffic and a confutation module interface for communication with the 
computation module to form a peripheral module for a digital switch, the telephony module and 
the computation module cooperating to provide call processing. 
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69. (New) The telephony module of claim 60 wherein said control system is tother adapted 
to control a itiedia gateway as part of a media gateway controller. 

70. (New) A method of using a telephony node comprising: 

assigning a first telephony module a first internet protocol (IP) address; 
assigning a second telephony module a second EP address; 

designating one of the first and second telephony modules as active and concurrently 
designating the other of the first and second telephony modules as inactive; 

assigning an active IP address to the first telephony module when the first telephony 
module is designated active and concurrently assigning the second telephony module an inactive 
IP address when the second telephony module is designated inactive; and 

assigning the active IP address to the second telephony module when the second 
telephony module is designated active and concurrently assigning the first telephony module the 
inactive IP address when the first telephony module is designated inactive. 

7 1 . (New) A method of using a telephony module comprising; 

associating a first intemet protocol (EP) address with the telephony module; 
receiving instructions from a computation module to associate an active IP address with 
the telephony module when the telephony module is in an active state; and 

receiving instructions from the computation module to associate an inactive IP address 
with the telephony module when the telephony module is in an inactive state, 

wherein the first, active, and inactive IP addresses are distinct from one another such that: 
messages sent to the first IP address are received by the telephony module 
independent of a state in which the telephony module is, 

messages sent to the active IP address are received by the telephony module only 
when the telephony module is in the active state, and 

messages sent to the inactive IP address are received by the telephony module 
only when the telephony module is in the inactive stare. 



7 



PAGE 811 1 ' RCVD AT 6/7/2005 3:36:36 PM [Eastern DayOght Time] ' SVR:USPT0{FXRF-1f4 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:91 9 654 4521 ' DURATION (mspm 



